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At A Glance 

PRINCIPAL 

Mr. Chris Ateek 
ateekc@pcsb.org 

 

ASSISTANT PRINCIPALS 

Mrs. Brooke Crandall 
crandallb@pcsb.org 

Mrs. Carolyn Altenore  
Altenorec@pcsb.org 
 
AREA SUPERINTENDANT 
Mr. Robert Poth  
 

591 Tom Stuart Causeway 
Madeira Beach, Fl  33708 
 
On the web: 
http://www.pcsb.org/mb-ms 
 
Contact 
K-5th     (727) 547-7838 
6th-8th   (727) 547-7697 
 
Student Hours:  
K-5th    7:55 a.m. - 1:55 p.m. 
6th-8th  7:45 a.m. - 2:15 p.m. 

 

 

Mission: 

Madeira Beach Fundamental 
will provide a rigorous stu-
dent-centered learning envi-
ronment to ensure 100% stu-
dent success by working col-
laboratively with all faculty, 
staff, and community stake-
holders. 

“It doesn’t happen all at once,” said the Skin Horse. “You become. It takes 
a long time. That’s why it doesn’t happen often to people who break easily, 
or have sharp edges, or who have to be carefully kept. Generally, by the 
time you are Real, most of your hair has been loved off, and your eyes 
drop out and you get loose in your joints and very shabby. But these 
things don’t matter at all, because once you are Real you can’t be ugly, 
except to people who don’t understand…” 
~From “The Velveteen Rabbit” by Margery Williams 
 
“It’s a thing that happens to you. When a child loves you for a long, long 
time, not just to play with, but REALLY loves you, then you become real…
Once you become real you can’t become unreal again. It lasts for always.” 
~From “The Velveteen Rabbit” by Margery Williams 
 
Seasons Greetings MBFS families, 
A well-deserved Winter Break is upon us (December 23, 2017- January 7, 
2018).  You may have heard the children’s story “The Velveteen Rabbit.” It 
is a story dear to me.  For 19 years (since my dad’s death in 1998), I have 
read it to 4th, 5th, and 6th grade students (as a teacher, and administra-
tor) the day before the winter break begins. I read it to remind me of dad 
and to remind me of my own humility and what it means to be real. 
 
Adolescence is typically the time student’s start worrying about how they 
look and what others think.  The story teaches that beauty is really not 
about how you look…it’s about who you are, and when someone loves you 
for who you really are, the way you look doesn’t matter. 
 
In the story a boy is given a stuffed toy rabbit at Christmas. The story 
comes from the perspective of the toy rabbit, who is told by the other toys 
in the boy’s cupboard, that if he is loved enough, he will become real. They 
know this because the toys in the boy’s bedroom come to life when the boy 
is asleep or away from his bedroom. This theme is similar to the movie 
“Toy Story”. It’s fun to get inside the heads of toys to see what they do 
and talk about when the boy is not around.  
 
The toys that were old and beat up and not as new and shiny as the other 
toys, they were the most-loved. The boy loved his toys so much they 
became real to him (and the other toys in the bedroom knew that). The 
rabbit is first teased by the more modern toys in the child’s bedroom 
because he had no cranks or springs or other mechanical parts. Then he’s 
teased by real rabbits because he didn’t look like a real rabbit. This made 
the rabbit sad and self-conscious.  

Continued on Page 2 

http://www.pcsb.org/sanderlinib
http://www.pcsb.org/mb-ms
http://www.pcsb.org/mb-ms
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December Important Dates 

12/18-22 – Winter Boutique 
MBFS Elementary 
Computer Lab 

12/20 – All Pro Dad 6:45 am 

12/25-29 – Winter Holi-
days—no school 

January Important Dates 

1/15/18 – School Closed for 
Students 

1/16/18 – SAC Meeting 

1/17/18 – All Pro Dads 
Breakfast 

1/17/18 – Idol Goes Mad 
Auditions, K-5 at 5:30 
p.m. & 6-8 at 6:30 p.m. 

1/18/18 – Idol Goes Mad 
Auditions, K-5 at 5:30 
p.m. & 6-8 at 6:30 p.m. 

1/19/18 – Report Cards Dis-
tributed 

1/22/18 – PTSA Meeting 

1/26/18 – C2C Breakfast 

1/30/18 – 100th Day of 
School 

Friday Spirit Days 
 

12/1 - Tacky Tie 

12/8  -Red and Green Out Day 

Kindergarten, 2nd, 4th, 6th, & 8th  
  wear Red 

1st, 3rd, 5th, & 7th  
  wear Green 

12/15 – Ugly Sweater Day 

12/22  – PJs Day    

Hurricane make up days:  
January 8, 2018 
March 12, 2018 

Continued from page 1 

By the time the rabbit had become real, most of his hair had been 
loved off, his eye dropped out, he got loose in the joints and very 
shabby. But these things don’t matter at all, because once you are 
real you can’t be ugly, except to people who don’t understand. What 
does it mean to be real? 
 
Sometimes the only way to deliver these themes is through stories. 
“The Velveteen Rabbit” contains messages of how to love, being hum-
ble, and being real. I hope you will read this story sometime, as I do 
to remind myself. As a New Year approaches, now is the time to re-
flect on our blessings, and recharge our spirits.  Wishing you and your 
family peace and joy, and lots of sunshine. 
 
See you in 2018, 
Mr. Ateek, Principal 
 

YEARBOOKS ON SALE! 

Be sure to reserve your copy of the 2017 
Madeira Beach Fundamental Middle 
School yearbook! THE COST IS $35. 
Choose one of the options below: 

 

OPTION 1: Books may be purchased on:  

JANUARY 16, 2018 
(SAC MEETING, IN THE LIBRARY) 

Please make checks payable to Madeira Beach Funda-
mental School 

Please note that these are the ONLY dates the books 
will be sold IN PERSON! 
 

OPTION 2: Books may also be purchased online for 
$35 by credit card on or before  January 20. Log 
onto www.yearbookordercenter.com and use order 
number 15039. 

 
 

Only a limited number of books will be ordered.  Preserve your 

memories for a lifetime by purchasing a book today.  We know that 

you don’t want to miss out! 

Week 

http://www.pcsb.org/sanderlinib
http://www.yearbookordercenter.com
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MIDDLE GRADES ONLY 

DON’T BE LEFT OUT! 

 

PRE-ORDER YOUR YEARBOOK NOW FOR $35! 

MAKE CHECKS PAYABLE TO MBFS 

 

 PRE-ORDER 

BY PHONE (1-866-287-3096)  

OR  

ONLINE @ YearbookOrderCenter.com (Order # 15039) 

SALE DATES 

JANUARY 16, 2018 
(SAC MEETING, IN THE LIBRARY) 

 

DEADLINE TO ORDER BOOKS ONLINE IS  

JANUARY 20, 2018.  
 

Questions? Contact the school bookkeeper at 547-7697 

http://www.pcsb.org/sanderlinib
http://www.smknjsbbq.com/
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Picture Day 

Due to Hurricane Irma Picture Day is rescheduled for Tuesday, November 7th with 
Retakes on Tuesday, December 12th 
 

 

You, Your Child and Homework: 

Students can’t always learn everything they need to know in class. That’s why homework is 
so important. Use the following steps to help your student be successful with homework: 

• Make sure you set up a study area where your child can do homework each day.  
• Make sure you schedule daily homework times and see that your child sticks to them! 
• Don’t do your child’s homework. He/she won’t learn if do the work.  
• Motivate your child to do his/her best. Your words and actions make a difference. 
• Help with study skills. Work with your child on ways to: organize assignments, schedule 

time, follow directions, take notes, plan long-range assignments and study for tests.  
• Show that learning matters. Your example carries a strong message!  
• Team up with teachers. Together, you can help your child succeed in school – and in life. 
 

Just a Reminder ... 

Students must have everything they need when they are dropped off for school.  This includes pro-
jects, homework, PE clothes, etc.  If these items are dropped off after the start of the student day, 
they will not be given to the students.  Please see Page 4 of your agenda for more details regarding 
this Fundamental Guideline. 
 

Mid-term Exam dates: 

Friday, December 15th – Thursday, December 20th  

It is important all middle school students are in attendance for mid-term exams. Parents, please be 
sure to have your child get plenty of rest, eat a nutritious breakfast, and come prepared to do their 
best.  
  

Advocacy: 

“Support your Education Professional who is running for public office. They are the ones who know 
what is really going on in public schools, not the current elected politicians who are only interested in 
unaccountable charter schools that use taxpayer’s money to their own advantage.  Know who you are 
voting for, and why!  Exercise your right to VOTE!” 
 

 

http://www.pcsb.org/sanderlinib
http://www.pinellaspropertyonline.com/
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KUDOS     —      

Thank you to all of the wonderful volun-
teers that helped in the month of Novem-
ber. We had a lot going on and we could 
not do it without you.   

THANK YOU T0 EVERYONE WHO HELPED 
US OUT, WE TRULY HAVE THE BEST VOL-
UNTEERS IN PINELLAS COUNTY!!!!  

MBFS has the best Volunteers! 

Help Needed!!  
We are in need of mentors at our school.  We are 
looking for volunteers who are committed to the 
development of our students.  If you can help a 
student gain new insights and work towards their 
goals, please contact Stacie Allen, Family and Com-
munity Liaison at 727-547-7838 or allensta@pcsb.org 

Wanted all registered volunteers!! 
Please remember to log in your volunteer hours so 
that Madeira Beach Fundamental gets credit for all 
your hard work.  If you are not a registered volun-
teer, please contact Stacie Allen, Family and Commu-
nity Liaison  allensta@pcsb.org or 727-547-7838 

REPORT ABSENCES 

Now on our school website you will find a new icon that says “Report Student Absence”.  This icon will be on 
each of our website pages. When families click on this icon it generates an email that will go to the Outlook 
mailboxes of our office staff notifying us of a student absence.  Families should be informed that they can 
use this method to report absences in addition to all the existing ways such as calling and writing 
notes.  They will also be able to include an attachment such as a doctor’s note. 

 FROM THE MUSIC DEPARTMENT 

This year, Night Under the Stars (our an-
nual holiday music and drama club perfor-
mance) is scheduled for Monday, Decem-
ber 11. The drama club will perform at 
5:30 pm and the music performance 
schedule is as follows: 

 
6:30 - Student performers arrive and report to locations TBD 

 

7:00 - Kindergarten performance (3 songs) 

7:15 - 1st Grade performance (3 songs) 

7:30 - 4th and 5th Grade performance (4 songs) 

http://www.pcsb.org/sanderlinib
http://www.sweet-teacelebrations.com/
mailto:allensta@pcsb.org
mailto:allensta@pcsb.org?subject=Volunteer%20Registration
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Great American Teach-In 

Teaching From the Top 

Principal Ateek took advantage of the Great American Teach
-In to do what he likes best: get into the classroom. Some 
sixth graders in Mr. Ross's 3rd period Language Arts class 

learned about evidentiary standards in a game of "You Be The Judge." 
Students discovered firsthand the complexities of considering evidence, 
testimony, and proof before making critical decisions. 

Stephen W. Ross 

 

 

Flying Mantas Sport Kite Club Meeting Dates 

See Mr. Volland if you would like to join the Flying Mantas Sport Kite Club. Club meets Tues-
days 2:15 until 3:45  

Veterans Day Fall Fly Kite Festival Treasure Island Kite Festival 

 

http://www.pcsb.org/sanderlinib
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MANTA MINUTES FROM YOUR PTSA: 

 

PTSA thanks YOU for your support of our Fall Fundraiser!   

It was a huge success! 

 

Join us for our events ahead... 

 

December: 

18th-22nd Winter Boutique, MBFS Elementary Computer Lab - This annual tradition will 

feature plenty of great crafts, gifts and homebrew goodies that everyone in the family 

will enjoy!  Elementary students will have scheduled classroom shopping times and 

middle grades students may shop during their lunches (as permitted). Early morning 

shopping opportunities will also be available. Stay tuned for our flyer with details!  

20th  All Pro Dad (6:45 a.m.) - Dads and/or male role models are invited to join their 

student for bonding time with a special topic geared toward the holiday season.  

25th -29th Winter Holidays – No School 

http://www.pcsb.org/sanderlinib
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High School Application Programs Info 

 

To 8th grade families: 
 

 

The Pinellas County School’s Open Application period begins January 10, 2018, and concludes 

January 19, 2018. As students and families make high school decisions for the 2018-2019 

school year we highly suggest students and families review all programs, and to visit all high 

schools. All schools offer unique student learning opportunities.  We encourage your child to at-

tend school tours if offered as well.  

As an important reminder, all 8th grade students attending a fundamental middle school receive 

a feeder pattern priority into a high school fundamental school, provided the parent makes 

an application during the January application period, and ranks the fundamental high 

school of their choice as their first choice application.” What does this mean?  It means if 

your intent is to progress into a fundamental high school you must apply! One of the biggest 

mistakes past 8th grade families have made was to not apply for a fundamental option. Those 

families made the assumption of a direct entry into a high school fundamental program without 

making an application.  For other grade level families, there is no need to reapply during the ap-

plication period January 10 – 19th, 2018 if the intent is to remain at MBFS.   

 

Mad Beach Family: 

Every year, on the third Thursday of November, smokers across the nation take part in the 

American Cancer Society Great American Smokeout event. Encourage someone you know to use 

today to make a plan to quit. By quitting – even for 1 day – smokers will be taking an important 

step toward a healthier life and reducing their cancer risk. 

http://www.pcsb.org/sanderlinib
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Dear Friends,  

Thank you to those of you who 
have already asked about our an-
nual “Wishing SHOE Happy Holi-
days” new sneaker drive, based 
on the book Those Shoes by 
Marybeth Boelts.  Yes, we ARE 
doing it again this year!  The 
kick-off will begin as soon as 
Thanksgiving Break is over.   

It all started as a class project about seven years ago, collecting about 20 pairs 
of new sneakers.  The next year it emerged into a “Madeira Beach Fundamen-
tal SCHOOL project” with more and more new sneakers being donated every 
year.   Last year, in 2016, we set a record of 198 pairs of new sneakers in less 
than one month!!!!!  (Here are some pictures of just some of the sneakers that 
we collected in years’ past.) 

If you are new to this, here are the guidelines: any NEW (preferably in the 
box) sneakers, any gender, any size because eventually, they will fit some-
one.  From there, we donate them all just in time for the holidays to Sandy 
Lane Elementary School.  Just send them in with your student or send them to 
either front office.  As a school, we are going to watch the collection grow in 
the mural hallway of the elementary building.  

If you have any questions, please don’t hesitate to 
ask either Mendy Jones (MS Student Services) or 
Brooke Crandall (ES Assistant Principal).  Thank you 
once again for making this, one of MBFS’ favorite 
traditions, a realization once again. 

http://www.pcsb.org/sanderlinib
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English Classes 

ESOL classes offered by  
Pinellas County Schools 

Madeira Beach Fundamental School is 
hosting English Classes for adults 5 morn-
ings a week right here in the portable in 
front of the elementary school building. 
The classes are being taught by Pinellas 
County Schools certified teachers. The fee 
is $30.00 per semester. Tell your friends 
and family about this wonderful opportuni-
ty. Call the adult education office at 547-
7872 for more information.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Counselors’ Corner 
 

Any families in need of school 

supplies, we have plenty of back-

packs, pencils, pens, glue sticks 

etc. Please contact your Guidance 

Counselor. 

**Fishing Club**  

Needs You! 

 
Are you an experienced fishing guide or experienced Angler??   

Mad Beach Fishing Club NEEDS YOU!!   

We would like experienced fishing guides or expe-
rienced anglers to come and talk to our fishing 
club! 

Topic Suggestions: 
• Cast net techniques 
• Fishing rigging and presentation 
• Offshore and Inshore strategies  
• Knot tying  
• Artificial baits and how to use them 
• Cleaning fish 
• Cooking fish and recipes 
The fishing club meets from 2:20-4:00 every oth-
er Thursday. Speakers could attend for the whole 
meeting or parts of the meeting.  If you could help 
us out please contact Mr. Bardes at bardese@pcsb.org 

http://www.pcsb.org/sanderlinib
http://fishsaltwatertackle.com/
mailto:bardese@pcsb.org


   December 2017    Madeira Beach Fundamental K-8          We are ONE school!  Page 14 

The School neither endorses nor subscribes to the advertisers included herein. 

 

Happy December Birthdays!!! 

Curtis B. 

Riley D. 

Morgan L. 

Bryce N. 

Kendyl S. 

Condon S. 

Jenna K. 

Cosette K. 

Christopher P. 

Anna G. 

Augustine L. 

Gregory R. 

Lauren B. 

Isabella L. 

Eva V. 

Amy A. 

Ryan B. 

Blake B. 

Cody N. 

Alexa C. 

Michelle R. 

Colin T. 

Emma F. 

Joshua R. 

Kayleigh W. 

Richard B. 

Morgan A. 

Ryan D. 

Avery E. 

Riley H. 

Silas S. 

Harold B. 

Macy E. 

Natalie H. 

Erin D. 

Maxwell P. 

Michael T. 

Casey V. 

Yasmin A. 

Dominic W. 

Morea H. 

GraceLynn H. 

Nicholas R. 

Dalton K. 

Cooper R. 

Carson G. 

Aaron R. 

Haley M. 

Emily F. 

Julie C. 

Grant M. 

Andrew T. 

Caroline G. 

Jack R. 

Mackenzie S. 

Samantha S. 

Molly M. 

Ben M. 

Luke K. 

Tanner C. 

Richard F. 

Ena I. 

Charlie H. 

Dominic M. 

Aubrianna S. 

Brianna T. 

Jacob B. 

Lance B. 

Malachi J. 

Shaylan M. 

Jaden S. 

Charles S. 

Ana L. 

Amelia O. 

London B. 

Izabella P. 

Alexander J. 

Madison Q. 

Skye S. 

Cody B. 

Arianna M. 

Camden S. 

Joni E. 

Mohamed A 

Evan V. 

Kamata P. 

Braylon B. 

Sofia B. 

Jace A. 

Alana H. 

Dillon T. 

Jocelyn T. 

Malia M. 

Molly S. 

Isabella B. 

Sophia H. 

Alyssa B. 

Elsie T. 

Etasa T. 

Meghan T. 

Ava W. 

Elizabeth P. 

Isabella C. 

Kaya S. 

Carly C. 

Ethan D. 

Brody W. 

Cassandra B. 

Connor B. 

Nathan F. 

Ashton W. 

Jacob W. 

Juliana B. 

Angela F. 

Cecelia T. 

Jacob M. 

Ava F. 

Capri N. 

Zoey W. 

Caylin A. 

Alexander M. 

Taylor M. 

Cooper S. 

Lauren K. 

Wyatt N. 

Del R. 

Brayden L. 

Ava N. 

Quinn G. 

Raleigh M. 

Rowan K. 

Liam S. 

Carter F. 

James K. 

Jayce J. 

Chase D. 

Emmalene B. 

Carter D. 

Nathan H. 

Hannah H. 

Ava T. 

London F. 

Jett N. 

Avery B. 

http://www.pcsb.org/sanderlinib
http://www.focus-md.com/adhd-clinic-locations/florida-tampa/
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SHOPPING PROGRAMS 

Target Thanks a Billion Campaign:  As part of the social campaign, guests are encouraged to share a 
message of appreciation through Target’s Facebook page or the Thanks a Billion website, honoring a teacher 
who has made an impact on their life. When a guest submits a note of gratitude (certain terms & conditions ap-
ply), Target will donate $25 to the teacher’s school with the opportunity for each school to receive up to 
$25,000. But here’s the best part: Target won’t stop until it’s given away a grand total of $5 million.  

For more information please go to this website: https://corporate.target.com/article/2015/05/thanks-a-billion 

 
OFFICE DEPOT PROGRAM PROGRAM ID# 70022285 or 70022286: This unique program for schools can-
not only benefit your school now, but help keep them in free supplies all year long. All you need to do is make a 
qualifying purchase* at Office Depot and present your school's 5% Back to Schools program ID - and we'll take 
care of the rest.  For more information please go to 
http://www.officedepot.com/a/promo/backtoschool/5percent/?cm_sp=FooterLinks-_-products-_-5PercentBack  

Or call Linda O/ 727.547.7697 
 
KULA has partnered with Red Robin to create the “Burgers For Better Schools” program that is an extension of 
their loyalty, or “Royalty” program. Royalty members can login using their existing royalty account, or create a 
new one. From there they can select any school of their choice as their designated school to automatically re-
ceive 1% of the total bill from their meal each time they dine at any Red Robin locations. The donation is auto-
matic and the customer only needs to notify the Red Robin employee of their royalty account number at the 
time of payment.   Because we do not track individual patrons donations to separate clubs or organizations, the 
donation is to be used at the school's discretion.  Please visit www.redrobin.com/betterschools for information and FAQ’s. 

http://www.pcsb.org/sanderlinib
https://www.facebook.com/target
https://thanksabillion.target.com/
https://thanksabillion.target.com/#terms
https://thanksabillion.target.com/#terms
https://corporate.target.com/article/2015/05/thanks-a-billion
http://www.officedepot.com/a/promo/backtoschool/5percent/?cm_sp=FooterLinks-_-products-_-5PercentBack
mailto:www.redrobin.com/betterschools

